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CCV RGNUL discusses Feminist Constitutionalism
20th December 2021
Centre for Criminology, Criminal Justice and Victimology (CCV), RGNUL organized lecture
on "Feminist Constitutionalism: Women, Religion and the Law in Canada". Dr Vrinda
Narain, Associate Professor, McGill University, Canada was the resource person for the
online lecture. Alluding to the Constitution as manifesto of social change and deliberating on
transformative verdicts of judiciary, Prof. Vrinda Narain delivered a discourse on economic
empowerment and equal citizenship rights of women. Dr. Vrinda Narain focused on the need
for a feminist analysis of constitutional jurisprudence. Elaborating on Feminist
Constitutionalism,

she

explored

women

agency

and

gender

equality.

“Feminist

Constitutionalism rethinks Constitutional Law to address identity and rights of women from
new perspectives,” said Dr. Narain. “In order to advance rights and interests of women,
Feminist Constitutionalism negotiates between constitutional canon and feminist critique,”
she added.
While discussing the violation of rights of women and dichotomized morality, Dr. Narain
expanded on the discriminatory practices marginalizing women. Speaking about oppressive
structures and Personal Laws that were shielded from constitutional scrutiny, Dr. Narain
discussed women’s exclusion from temple and right to worship with reference to the
Sabarimala Temple Entry (Indian Young Lawyers Association & Ors. V. The State of Kerala
& Ors. (2019) 11 SCC 1) “Feminist Constitutionalism allows us to better assess the progress
of laws and gaps in constitutional analysis”, she said. Raising concerns about equality, Dr.
Narain reiterated that harmful cultural norms and dogmatic practices must be checked.
Prof.G.S. Bajpai, Vice-Chancellor, RGNUL Punjab, Prof. Naresh Kumar Vats, Registrar and
faculty of RGNUL participated in the discussion on Feminist Constitutionalism.
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Patiala, December 23
The centre for criminology, criminal justice and victimology, RGNUL, organised a lecture on ‘Feminist
Constitutionalism: Women, Religion and the Law in Canada’. Vrinda Narain, associate professor, McGill University,
Canada, who was the resource person for online lecture delivered a discourse on economic empowerment and
equal citizenship rights of women. She said, “Feminist constitutionalism rethinks constitutional law to address
identity and rights of women from new perspectives.
In order to advance rights and interests of women, feminist constitutionalism negotiates between constitutional
canon and feminist critique.” — TNS
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