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ABOUT THE ORGANIZERS

CENTRE FOR ADVANCED STUDY IN INTERNATIONAL

HUMANITARIAN LAW

Centre for Advanced Study in International Humanitarian Law
(CASH) is an esteemed research centre of Rajiv Gandhi National Uni-
versity of Law, which is dedicated to research in the field of Interna-
tional Humanitarian Law (IHL). Itaims to ensure that future leaders
and opinion-makers understand the practical relevance of the sub-
ject of IHL and have a thorough knowledge of its basic principles.
Whenever there are serious and large-scale violations of IHL, the
law itself tends to get the blame. Such violations should, of course,
rouse the international community to action however, it is import-
ant to find out exactly where the problem lies rather than rushing
headlong into changing the rules, especially as this is nowadays an
extremely arduous, costly and unpredictable process. Therefore, the
first and foremost function is to sensitize teachers, researchers,
and students about the provisions of the IHL so that they may
choose IHL as a field in their future research endeavours.

TEMPLE OF UNDERSTANDING

In 1960, Juliet Hollister (1916-2000) created the Temple of Under-
standing (TOU) after a realization that the world was in grave
danger unless the gifts, wisdom, and insights of religious traditions
could be recognized and cultivated to promote positive social
change. She is the first woman to have founded an interfaith organi-
zation. Eleanor Roosevelt was among the first to endorse the con-
cept. In the late 1950’s, Juliet travelled the globe, bearing letters of
introduction from the former First Lady, in order to gather support
from the world’s religious and political leaders.

“May this greatly needed Temple of Understanding come into reali-
zation soon, for our world

surely needs the inspiration and leadership of such a ‘Spiritual
United Nations’.” That year, Juliet met with luminaries such as
Egyptian President Nasser, Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru,
Pope John XXIII, and Albert Schweitzer -who responded to her re-
quest for a meeting with, “Come at once and I will send a canoe.”
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International Humanitarian Law (IHL) is a set of rules which
seek, for humanitarian reasons, to limit the effects of armed
conflict. These principles of IHL or the Law of War are rooted in
the rules of ancient civilizations and religions- warfare has
always been subject to certain principles and customs. It is per-
tinent to explore in detail these ancient ideas that have shaped
[HL and analyze how they affect the field of law in the modern
times.

One of these ideas is the theory of the Pancha Bhoota or Pancha
Maha-Bhoota which states that all cosmic creation can be traced
back to five basic elements: Earth (Prithvi), Water (Apas), Fire
(Agni), Air (Vayu) and Space (Akasha). The theory takes prime
significance in Hinduism and Buddhism and provides that it is
the knowledge of the five elements that allows mankind to un-
derstand the laws of nature to attain greater health, power,
knowledge, wisdom and happiness. This arises out of deep intu-
ition of how the universe operates. In the contemporary age,
most of these elements can be seen as Global Commons or ‘The
Common Heritage of Mankind’, such as the High Seas, the Atmo-
sphere, Antarctic and the Outer Space.

In today’s fast-paced and competitive world, as geopolitics is
fraught with disputes that are connected to the 5 elements of
life, we tend to forget that we do not bring or take away any of
mother earth’s jewels. From Yemen to Kashmir to the claims on
Outer Space, everything boils down to conflicts over these 5 ele-
ments. With polar caps melting and global temperatures at an
all-time high, it is necessary to understand why eco-sensitive
practices during war are so important. Therefore, IHL must go
beyond traditional roles and concern itself with matters of bio-
diversity conservation and climate change in conflict areas.
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In the present scenario, it will be interesting to recognize how
equal access to the 5 elements of nature particularly during the
times of warfare may form a crucial part of the International
Humanitarian Law regime in the times to come. With polar caps
melting and global temperatures at an all-time high, it may be
interesting to see why eco-sensitive and ethically correct prac-
tices during war might be important. We have seen the vast
damage that the lack of eco-sensitive practices can bring, such
as in the aftermaths of Vietnam and Rwanda. In the present sce-
nario, it is interesting to recognize how equal access to the 5 el-
ements of nature particularly during the times of warfare may
form a crucial part of the International Humanitarian Law
regime in the times to come.

Although war may be inevitable, it is crucial to ensure the suste-
nance of a basic code of ethics, the first step of which is ensur-
ing equal access to the basic elements for all parties concerned.

OBJECTIVE

* To enhance our understanding of the interrelationship be-
tween Sustainable Development and the connect of these 5 basic
elements to life.

« To delve into the ancient relationship of the elements of life
and the laws of war

* To elucidate the interplay between IHL and IHRL in the con-
text of post-conflict reconstruction.

» To develop best practices to avoid these 5 basic elements from
being contentious or denied during conflicts.
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