Greetings of the day,

Centre for Advanced Study in International Humanitarian Law (CASH) and
Department of Political Science, RGNUL invites you all to attend the One-week
Multidisciplinary Workshop on Interfaith and International Humanitarian Law
which is being organised from 18th-23rd October 2021. This interfaith dialogue
will explore the concerns about Interfaith and it's challenges in International
Humanitarian Law during Covid-19

Speakers for the Event are:
The speakers at the event include some of the most profound scholars and
gurus from different religious faiths:

Prof. (Dr.) Manoj Kumar Sinha, Professor and Director, Indian Law Institute,
New Delhi

Venerable Geshe Dorji Damdul, Director Tibet House, New Delhi

Dr. A. K. Merchant, Baha’i, General Secretary, Temple of Understanding India
Foundation

Fr. Felix Jones, Christian, Catholic Priest serving the Archdiocese of Delhi
Rabbi Ezekiel Isaac Malekar, Jew, Head of the Jewish Community, New Delhi
Andrew James Bartles-Smith, Regional Manager for Humanitarian Affairs at
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)

(Dr.) Shveta Dhaliwal, Assistant Professor of Political Science, RGNUL

(Dr.) Sangeeta Taak, Assistant Professor of Law, RGNUL

Details of the Event:

Date: September 18 - 23, 2021
Time: 3:00 PM (IST) Onwards
Platform: CISCO Webex

Registration Link: https://forms.qgle/krYn9BJoYcDUGNQq77
Please attach your Fee Payment Receipt and include your Fee Payment
Number in the Google Form after making the payment

Payment Link: https://www.rgnulerp.org/lsa/eventPortal/loginFrom.jsp
Kindly note that the event is free of cost for RGNUL faculty and students

Steps on how to make payment for the event:-

Click on this link- https://www.rgnulerp.org/lsa/eventPortal/loginFrom.jsp
Under new registration, choose the course- Interfaith and International
Humanitarian Law

Press click to register to move to the next page

Complete the required details to move further to the payment page
Take note of Application number after completion of filling of details



https://forms.gle/krYn9BJoYcDUGNq77
https://www.rgnulerp.org/lsa/eventPortal/loginFrom.jsp
https://www.rgnulerp.org/lsa/eventPortal/loginFrom.jsp

Choose the payment method and pay the registration fee for the event.
Take a screenshot of your Fee Payment and upload it on the google form

The brochure and the event poster is attached below. Further details will be
shared after registration on your E-mail IDs. We will also forward you a link to a
Whatsapp group which you are to join for further updates regarding the event.

In case of any query, please contact:

Dr. Sangeeta Taak

Ms. Sukhman Sandhu: +91-9517500041
Mr. Bitthal Sharma: +91-7354375175
Mr. Arnav Tandon +91-8800450916
Email-ID: cash@rgnul.ac.in
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ABOUT THE WORKSHOP

THESE ARE NOT ORDINARY TIMES WE ARE LIVING IN RIGHT NOW. THE PANDEMIC HAS AFFECTED EVERYONE IN THIS WORLD AND THERE HAVE BEEN N
NUMBER OF CHALLENGES THAT PEOPLE ARE FACING BECAUSE OF THIS PANDEMIC. INDIA LIKE THE OTHER COUNTRIES HAS FACED THE 2ND WAVE OF THE
COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND ENDED UP HAVING MAJOR CONCERNS OVER THE RISING NUMBER OF DEATHS, WITH MANY HEALTH FACILITIES, FRONTLINE HEALTH
CARE AND DEATH CARE WORKERS BECOMING OVERWHELMED, IT MAY LEAD TO UNDERMINING THE PROCESS OF PROPER HANDLING OF BODIES OF
PERSONS CONFIRMED OR BELIEVED TO HAVE DIED DUE TO COVID-19.

IHL FACES A LOT OF CHALLENGES WHEN IT COMES TO INTERFAITH. IHL IS BASED ON HUMANITARIAN PRINCIPLES THAT ARE ULTIMATELY ROOTED IN THE
WORLD’S RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS, AND THE ROLE OF RELIGIOUS LEADERS AND INSTITUTIONS IN PROMOTING COMMON HUMANITARIAN PRINCIPLES IS
THEREFORE CRUCIAL. IN TIMES OF WAR AND CRISIS, RELIGIOUS NETWORKS PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN CARRYING OUT AND FACILITATING HUMANITARIAN
ACTION, AND IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT HUMANITARIAN ACTORS STRENGTHEN THEIR RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL LITERACY IN ORDER TO EFFECTIVELY ENGAGE
AND COOPERATE WITH THEM, DEVELOPING THE MUTUAL TRUST REQUIRED TO SUSTAIN HUMANITARIAN ACTION. THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION UNDER
ARTICLE 25 ENVISAGES THE RIGHT TO FREELY PROFESS, PRACTISE, AND PROPAGATE RELIGION. MOREOVER, THIS RIGHT EXTENDS FREEDOM TO PRACTICE
ANY RELIGION TO ALL PERSONS IN INDIA. HENCEFORTH, IT IS WITHOUT A DOUBT THAT SINCE INDIA BEING A DENSELY POPULATED COUNTRY, THERE WILL
BE DIFFERENT FAITHS THAT HAVE DIFFERENT CHALLENGES PERTAINING TO THEM IF LOOKED AT FROM AN IHL POINT OF VIEW.

IN A COUNTRY LIKE INDIA WHICH HAS A POPULATION OF 1.2 BILLION PEOPLE AND THE PEOPLE HAVING A RIGHT TO FOLLOW THE SAME OR DIFFERENT
FAITHS, EACH FAITH HAVING ITS OWN SET OF RITUALS AND RITES ACCORDING TO THEIR HOLY BOOKS AND TRADITIONS, ALSO FACE ISSUES WHEN LOOKED
AT FROM AN HUMANITARIAN PERSPECTIVE. WITH INDIA BEING HOME TO NINE MAJOR RELIGIONS, THIS DIALOGUE INTENDS TO DIG DEEP INTO THE INTER-
FAITH BELIEFS AND THE CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES FACED IN COVID-19 BEFORE AND AFTER THE PANDEMIC AND IDENTIFY KEY CONCERNS IN RELATION
TO THE SPREAD OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC WHICH WILL MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO CHALK OUT A PLAN FOR THE EXECUTION OF INTERNATIONAL
HUMANITARIAN LAW.

THIS DISCUSSION IS AN ENDEAVOUR TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITIES THAT WILL HELP DEVELOP GOOD PRACTICE TO COPE WITH THE PRESENT SCENARIO AND
TO LEARN FROM EACH OTHER BEST PRACTICES THAT SHOULD BE ADOPTED TO TIDE OVER THIS GRIM CRISIS

SPEAKERS

PROF. (DR.) MANOJ KUMAR SINHA VENERABLE GESHE DORJI DAMDUL DR. A.K MERCHANT
DIRECTOR OF THE INDIAN LAW INSTITUTE DIRECTOR, TIBET HOUSE GENERAL SECRETARY, TEMPLE OF
NEW DELHI NEW DELHI UNDERSTANDING INDIA FOUNDATION

RABBI EZEKIEL ISAAC MALEKAR FR. FELIX JONES ANDREW BARTLES-SMITH
HEAD OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY CATHOLIC PRIEST SERVING THE AFFAIRS AT THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE
NEW DELHI ARCHDIOCESE OF DELHI OF THE RED CROSS (ICRC)

For any queries, please contact us at:

cash@rgnul.ac.in
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|ABOUT THE ORGANIZERS]|

CENTRE FOR ADVANCED STUDY IN INTERNATIONAL
HUMANITARIAN LAW (CASH)

Centre for Advanced Study in International Humanitarian Law (CASH) is an esteemed
research centre of Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law, which is dedicated to research
in the field of International Humanitarian Law (IHL). It aims to ensure that future leaders
and opinionmakers understand the practical relevance of the subject of IHL and have a
thorough knowledge of its basic principles. Whenever there are serious and large-scale
violations of IHL, the law itself tends to get the blame. Such violations should, of course,
rouse the international community to action, however, it is important to find out exactly
where the problem lies rather than rushing headlong into changing the rules, especially as
this is nowadays an extremely arduous, costly and unpredictable process. Therefore, the
first and foremost function is to sensitize teachers, researchers, and students about the
provisions of the IHL so that they may choose IHL as a field in their future research
endeavours.

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE, RGNUL

The Department of Political Science of Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law, Punjab has
been actively engaged in teaching and research on matters of international relations
including human rights and culture. The faculty of the department have made some
notable contribution by means of publications and report submissions at National as well as
International level.

RAJIV GANDHI NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF LAW

Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law is a public law school and a National Law
University located in Patiala, Punjab, India. It was established in 2006 by the Punjab
Government as a university dedicated to the field of Legal Education. The University is
accredited with an “A” grade by the National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC)
in 2015. The Ministry of Human Resource Development Government of India ranked
RGNUL the first amongst the cleanest Higher Educational Institutions, Swachh Campus
(2019) in the category of Government Residential Universities In 2019, the NIRF has ranked
RGNUL at 10th position among law schools in India. It is also a member of the Association of
Indian Universities (AIU).
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|ABOUT THE EVENT]|

These are not ordinary times we are living in right now. The pandemic has affected
everyone in this world and there have been n number of challenges that people are facing
because of this pandemic. India like the other countries has faced the 2nd wave of the
COVID-19 pandemic and ended up having major concerns over the rising number of deaths,
With many health facilities, frontline health care and death care workers becoming
overwhelmed, it may lead to undermining the process of proper handling of bodies of
persons confirmed or believed to have died due to COVID-19.

IHL faces a lot of challenges when it comes to interfaith. IHL is based on humanitarian
principles that are ultimately rooted in the world’s religious traditions, and the role of
religious leaders and institutions in promoting common humanitarian principles is
therefore crucial. In times of war and crisis, religious networks play a vital role in carrying
out and facilitating humanitarian action, and it is imperative that humanitarian actors
strengthen their religious and cultural literacy in order to effectively engage and cooperate
with them, developing the mutual trust required to sustain humanitarian action. The
Indian Constitution under Article 25 envisages the right to freely profess, practise, and
propagate religion. Moreover, this right extends freedom to practice any religion to all
persons in India.Henceforth, it is without a doubt that since India being a densely populated
country, there will be different faiths that have different challenges pertaining to them if
looked at from an IHL point of view.

In a country like India which has a population of 1.2 billion people and the people having a
right to follow the same or different faiths, each faith having its own set of rituals and rites
according to their holy books and traditions, also face issues when looked at from an
Humanitarian perspective. With India being home to nine major religions, this dialogue
intends to dig deep into the inter-faith beliefs and the contemporary challenges faced in
Covid-19 before and after the pandemic and identify key concerns in relation to the spread
of the COVID-19 pandemic which will make it possible to chalk out a plan for the execution
of International Humanitarian Law.

This discussion is an endeavour to explore possibilities that will help develop good practice
to cope with the present scenario and to learn from each other best practices that should be
adopted to tide over this grim crisis

|JOBJECTIVES OF THE EVENT]|

e Spread awareness and knowledge about the rituals and rites from different faiths.

e Stress on the existing obligation under national and international laws for interfaith
disputes.

e Challenges faced by different faiths in International humanitarian law (IHL)

e Contemporary issues of Interfaiths in International humanitarian law (IHL).

e Lead a more educated approach to interfaith governance.
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PROF. (DR.) MANOJ KUMAR SINHA DR. A.K MERCHANT VENERABLE GESHE DORJI DAMDUL

FR. FELIX JONES RABBI EZEKIEL ISAAC MALEKAR ANDREW BARTLES-SHIITH
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PROF. (DR.) NARESH VATS PROF. (DR.) G. S. BAJPAI

REGISTRAR VICE CHANCELLOR
RGNUL PUNJAB RGNUL PUNJAB
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|JORGANIZING TEAM|

FACULTY CORDINATOR

(Dr.) Sangeeta Taak
Assistant Professor of Law, RGNUL

(Dr.) Shveta Dhaliwal
Assistant Professor of Political Science, RGNUL

Mr. Sachin Sharma
Assistant Professor of Law, RGNUL

(Dr.) Sukhwinder Virk
Assistant Professor of Law, RGNUL

STUDENT CO-ORDINATORS

Ms. Sukhman Sandhu
Mr. Bitthal Sharma

Mr. Arnav Tandon
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